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A High School Comes to Scarborough
By Linda Snow McLoon

Introduction
It’s common knowledge that going back to early times Scarborough
had over a dozen one-room district schools which offered children a
grammar school education. But because no one seems to know much
about when Scarborough first had a high school, I decided to do a
little research on the subject. The information I was able to piece
together led to this document, which tells the story of the beginnings
of secondary education in Scarborough. We can track its growth
from a humble beginning prompted by the state’s 1873 Free High
School Law to when it could boast its first school building dedicated
to both high school and elementary classes, the White School. The
document also shows its move to the building that became known as
the Bessey School.
The resources I used include a large collection of the Scarborough
Historical Society’s town reports which are available on the
society’s website. The historical society’s collection of ephemera
contributed much helpful information, as did early pictures from
their collections. Having access to the extensive private collection of
Rodney Laughton made it possible to use his high school graduation
programs, newspaper articles, and numerous school photographs. All
of these materials allow us to expand our understanding of
Scarborough’s early high school.

For some time prior to the passage of Maine’s Free High School Law, the friends of education throughout the
state had been working toward establishing free high schools to supplement the various private academies
which charged tuition. Finally, in 1873, the Maine Legislature passed a law which authorized towns to establish
free high schools that offered secondary educational opportunity to all income levels at no charge, and as an
inducement, the state would pay the towns one-half of their expense.1
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Edward Clayton Reynolds, The Cape Elizabeth High School, A History, Portland, ME: Stevens & Jones Co., Publishers, 1892, pp. 910.
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An entry in the 1878 town
report acknowledging payment
to W.G. Lord for teaching high
school in Dunstan in 1876-1877
confirms that the first high
school in Scarborough was
organized by 1876. Since it was
customary for school children to
walk to school, the first high
school program split the year
between Oak Hill and Dunstan
in an effort to offer more
scholars an opportunity to
attend at least one term of the
Scarboro Free High School. The
From the Ephemera Collection
following year, a third term was
Scarborough Historical Society
added in the Beech Ridge District.
Some high school students would board with nearby families in order to attend multiple terms in the three
locations.
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN 1877 TOWN REPORT:
The town voted at the last annual meeting to establish Free High Schools in the Oak Hill and Dunstan districts,
and the committee accordingly went through the necessary preliminaries and set the schools in operation. We
endeavored to have the terms at different times, so that scholars who chose to do so might attend both. After
some delay it was arranged to have the Oak Hill school in the fall [1876], and the one at Dunstan following it
in the winter [1877]. The services of Edmund Fogg, A.M., were engaged for the fall term, which began the first
of October, and continued thirteen weeks. The number of scholars in attendance was about thirty. (We have no
data from which to give the exact attendance or the studies pursued.) A good degree of progress was made by
all, and though the attendance was small at the closing examination, it was evident that the term had been a
profitable one.
The winter term in the Dunstan district began the first of January, in charge of William G. Lord, A.M., an able
and experienced teacher. There was no delay at the commencement. Fifty-five scholars, mostly large and well
advanced, were in attendance, and the term was soon in full operation. It continued four weeks, teacher and
scholars seeming to vie with each other in activity and interest, when it became necessary on account of
contagious sickness to discontinue the school for a time. After a vacation of two weeks, it began again with
some diminution of the original number of scholars, and is now in successful progress. Mr. Lord is an educator
in the broader sense of the word, and in spite of the discouraging circumstance of the prevalent sickness, has
made this a very valuable term of school.
The benefit of these schools comes largely from the education of teachers in them for the common schools, and
in this way the town reaps a direct and immediate advantage. We consider that the success of the free High
Schools this year has been such as to warrant their continuance by the town, and we therefore recommend for
that purpose on appropriation, the same as that of last year. We would particularly recommend that either the
municipal officers or school committee be allowed to locate the schools and direct when the terms shall begin.
If this be done, we believe that the High Schools will improve year after year, until they become of recognized
necessity, and value to the town.
Payable to Edmund E. Fogg, for teaching High School at Oak Hill: $250
Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small
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FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1878 TOWN REPORT - 1877-78 SCHOOL YEAR.
The S. S. Committee and Selectmen together were last spring authorized to locate the High Schools in such
places as in their judgment should be for the best interest of the town. After careful consideration they decided
upon three terms to be held respectively at Beech Ridge, Dunstan and Oak Hill. It was feared that dividing the
schools into three parts would make the terms so short that they would be of little profit, but the result has
shown that this was perhaps the best arrangement that we could have made. We were fortunate in securing the
services of Wm. G. Lord, whose former school had given so great satisfaction. Mr. Lord has devoted himself to
the school with untiring application. He is peculiarly fitted for teaching and succeeds in awakening an interest
among his pupils that amounts to enthusiasm. No one can deny that our Free High School the past year has
been of great value. One hundred eighty-five scholars in all have been registered in the three schools, of these
about one hundred twenty-five were different pupils, showing that quite a large number have attended the three
terms in succession. The question for our consideration now seems to be, not whether it is best to continue the
High School, but where we can find room to accommodate all the scholars who wish to attend. It is best just to
say that the great success of the past year is mostly due to the untiring zeal and ability of the teacher, Mr. Lord.
We would suggest that the appropriation be increased somewhat if there are to be three schools, so as to give
terms of about ten weeks each.

From the Ephemera Collection
Scarborough Historical Society

To W.G. Lord, teaching High School at Dunstan,’76-’77: $250. Received from the state: $294.64
DO for tuition: $16 Bal due from State: $125.
To William G. Lord, teaching High School at Beech Ridge: $166.67 & $333.33 – Total due Lord $750.
Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Having a town high school was a cause for pride and celebration, and on February 28 and March 1, 1878,
examinations were held at Oak Hill and a prize declamation was offered at Dunstan. The printed program that is
part of the Scarborough Historical Society’s town hall ephemera collection lists the names of the scholars from
each of the three school locations along with their teacher, W.G. Lord.
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The three high school terms’ locations were alternated, with the fall term at Beech Ridge, the winter term at
Dunstan, and the spring term at Oak Hill. When the high school was in session, there were no common schools
held in that district.
During the Beech Ridge term in 1878, Edna Libby and Lizzie Pillsbury collected work of classmates to put into the
Scarboro High School Journal. They called their venture the Beech Ridge Publishing Co.

One student’s
contribution to
the journal:

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1879 TOWN REPORT - 1878-1879 SCHOOL YEAR

The High School has been in charge of the same teacher that gave so excellent satisfaction last year, Wm. G.
Lord, A. M. The first term was held at Beech Ridge, the second at Dunstan, and the third, which is now in
progress, at Oak Hill. The interest of last year has continued unabated. About seventy-five scholars have
attended each of the two first terms and the average of attendance has been very high; we are not able to give
the exact attendance of the present term but it is large. While some of the higher branches of learning are
taught in this school, attention is given chiefly to those most useful. The teacher labors to give a practical
training to the studies of all the classes. Quite a number of scholars have been teaching a part of the year and
have shown in their schools the good results of their High School training. We congratulate the town upon
having such a good school established and would recommend an appropriation for its continuance at least as
large as that of last year.
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Attendance at the Scarboro Free High School was not free for out-of-town residents, as this receipt made out by
Town Treasurer Augustus F. Moulton to Charles Giles shows. Charles paid $4.00 for attending the Dunstan
term of the high school in 1877.

From the Collections of Rodney Laughton

The state rescinded the Free High School Law in 1879, and after state money for high schools dried up, the
status of the high school program in Scarborough for the next decade remains sketchy.
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN 1880 TOWN REPORT
The Legislature of 1879 having suspended the Free High School act, the town has not maintained a High
School the past year [beginning in the fall of 1879]. Arrangements were made for a term to be supported by
private subscriptions, but the project failed for want of a suitable building in which to have the school.
A former student, Perley Libby, reported that in 1882 Master Lord of Limington was in charge of the high
school, so it appears there were occasional attempts to continue the high school program. In a number of town
warrants throughout the 1880s there were articles similar to the following:
To see if the Town will vote to establish a Free High School and raise money for the same.
Permanent high school classes were resumed without interruption in 1890, when a program was initiated with
terms alternating between Dunstan and Oak Hill. At some point all classes were held at the town hall in Oak
Hill.
When the Scarboro Free High School resumed classes during the
1890-1891 school year, students had to show a certain level of
academic proficiency in order to earn admission. Martha (Mattie) Hill
passed her admission exam, and four years later she earned a diploma.

Laughton Collection
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We have photographs of the scholars who made up the student body of Scarborough’s first permanent high
school program in the 1890-1891 school year. This group of students participated in the fall term held at the
town hall in Oak Hill in 1890.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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Another picture shows the same group of students in their classroom at the town hall at Oak Hill for classes
during the fall term of the first permanent Scarborough High School during the 1890-1891 school year.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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This same photograph was used in a 1934 newspaper article commemorating the first Scarborough High School
45 years earlier.

Laughton Collection

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1891 TOWN REPORT – 1890-1891 SCHOOL YEAR
This school of two terms: Fall and winter, was under the charge of B.E. Clark, who proved himself an efficient
teacher. Accurate scholarship characterizes all his teachings, while some attention was given to those most
useful. The pupils have shown a constant interest and have pursued their studies with a marked industry. Let us
keep pace with our adjoining towns and continue the High School; such a school is needed in town; it would
enable our young men to qualify themselves for the important positions they will be called to fill. Fit them to fill
our places with a thorough practical education, and it will ever be to them a source of wealth, prosperity, and
happiness. I would recommend an appropriation for its continuance at least as large as that of last year.
TEXTBOOKS:
Books adopted in 1890:
New Franklin Readers
Greenleaf’s Mathematical Series
Swinton’s Geography
Harvey’s English Grammar
Meservey’s Bookkeeping
Books bought:
Townsend Civil Government
J.H. Allen’s New Latin Method
French Grammar and Readers
Eclectic Physical Geography
Southworth and Goddard Grammar

Barnes History
Modern Spelling Book
Smith’s Physiology
Colburn’s Intellectual Arithmetic

Respectfully,
Edna E. Libby, Supervisor
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This 1891 picture shows the Scarboro Free High School students who attended the high school’s second term
held at the Independent Order of Good Templars’ hall in Dunstan, which was located where the soldiers’
monument is today. The winter term of the first permanent high school was run by its principal and only
teacher, Bertram E. Clark, who is seated in the front row.

Collections of Scarborough Historical Society
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Since the community had supported the building of
the Good Templars hall just a few years earlier,
residents signed a petition objecting to the fees the
town was being charged for the use of the building
for its high school.

Laughton Collection

Laughton Collection

This document was part of School
Superintendent Charles Cheney’s
negotiations with the Good Templars
in 1891 for the use of the building for high
school classes in Dunstan.
Laughton Collection
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The following school year saw a third term added, probably at Beech Ridge, as this had been the protocol a
decade before, but it appears it was not successful. A new Supervisor of Schools, Charles E. Cheney, took
charge for that school year.
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1892 TOWN REPORT – 1891-1892 SCHOOL YEAR
This school of three terms was taught by B.E. Clark, our teacher of last year. The change in location this year
was detrimental in many ways. The spring and fall terms were well attended, but the winter term was shortened
on account of small attendance. The pupils pursued their studies with an interest that showed in the end good
work. Such a school should be established in our town, and made a permanent thing. I would recommend the
usual appropriation.
Respectfully submitted,
Chas. E. Cheney, Supervisor of Schools
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1893 TOWN REPORT - 1892-1893 SCHOOL YEAR
The spring term was taught by Mr. D.G. Donnocker. His high standing as teacher and the work he did in the
school is too well known to need any commendation.
Mr. Donnocker resigned and recommended Mr. Roscoe A. Small as his substitute, who taught the fall term. The
examination proved that thorough work was done during his teaching. He resigned to accept a position a
teacher near Boston.
The winter term was taught by Mr. Arthur P. Irving who came highly recommended from Farmington where he
formerly taught. He has fully sustained his high standing as teacher here. He has been enthusiastic in his work
and has spared neither time nor pains in making the school a success and bringing it to a high standard.
The studies pursued during the past years have been as follows: Three classes in Latin, two classes in Greek,
advanced classes in Algebra and Geometry. The classes in Astronomy and Physical Geography have completed
those studies. The classes in Arithmetic and Grammar have reviewed those books and are ready to take Algebra
and Composition. There has also been history, Reading, Spelling, Debating and other exercises. The whole
number attending spring term was 23; fall term 35; winter term 26.
Sarah C. Moulton, Supervisor of Schools
An article in that year’s town meeting included a vote on the following:
To see if the town will vote to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be
held in the town hall, and raise money for the same.
The 1893 town report also noted that in the previous year high school attendance
was 23 students in the spring term, 35 students in the fall term, and 26 students in the
winter term.
In 1893, a Scarboro High School catalog was published which spotlights a large
amount of information on the early school. From the catalog, we learn there was a
three-year road to graduation. Students in their third and last year of instruction were
designated as being in the First Class, those just beginning their high school
education were in the Third Class, and scholars in between were members of the
Second Class.
Scarborough Historical Society
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Students were admitted to the school after passing an examination
which tested them in reading, spelling, English grammar,
arithmetic and geography. They could choose between a college
preparatory course, a classical course or a scientific course.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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“It has been our object to establish that course of study which will be most practical to the students after their
school days are finished and they enter upon their vocations of life. Written examinations of each term’s work
have been given to all the students, and they have been required to attain a certain percentage upon the work of
each term, for the general welfare of the students and that the school might attain its present high standard.
The work of the teacher and students of this school deserve the highest praise. Today we have a high school in
the Town of Scarboro, of which all wise and conscientious citizens may well be proud.”
JNO. A. SNOW, Supervisor of Schools
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With only three graduating students in 1893, other students from the school participated in the graduation
exercises. The class colors were cardinal and cream.

Laughton Collection

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN THE 1894 TOWN REPORT ON 1893-94 SCHOOL YEAR
The High School during the past year has been under the instruction of Mr. D.B Lothrop, who came to us with
the highest possible recommendation, and who has labored faithfully and successfully for the welfare of the
school. The school has been large throughout the three terms. The interest and attendance have been well
maintained. The scholars have been interested in their studies and much good, thorough work has been done in
the school.
The former course of study has been somewhat revised and printed in better form, with the names of the
scholars and the classes to which they belong. I believe it to be the better plan to have the scholars keep along
with the common studies, arithmetic, grammar, reading, spelling and writing as much as possible, with the
more advanced studies which they take in the school, and thus avoid that lamentable ignorance concerning
those studies that is so often found in a High School graduate. All but seven in the school take arithmetic and
grammar.
The studies pursued during the past year have been as follows: Two classes in Latin, Cicero and Caesar, one
class in Greek, Anabasis, three classes in algebra, two classes in geometry, classes in civil government, natural
philosophy and physical geography. The classes in ancient and United States history, rhetoric, astronomy and
physiology have completed those studies. There are also classes in arithmetic, grammar and bookkeeping.
Nearly the whole school has taken bookkeeping the past two terms. Some have finished it. There have also been
reading spelling, writing, composition, declamations, debating and other exercises.
The whole number attending spring term, 31; fall term, 40; winter term, 41.
Respectfully submitted, Sarah C. Moulton, Supervisor of Schools
At the 1894 town meeting the town voted “to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be held in the
town hall, and raise money for the same.”
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This photograph of
Scarboro High
School girls with their
teacher, D.B.
Lothrop, was taken in
1894.

Rodney Laughton Collection

High school drama
presentations were
popular, and often
graduation programs
would include a short
one-act play. These
two plays were
presented during the
school year.
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The number of graduates in the class of 1894 grew to four. Other students besides the graduates were needed to
fill out the graduation program.

Rodney Laughton Collection

__________________________________________________________________________________________
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM THE 1895 TOWN REPORT – 1894-95 SCHOOL YEAR
The instruction of the high school has been under the care of Mr. George H. Stoddard, whose earnest and
faithful efforts deserve the highest commendations.
It has been our object to establish that course of study which will be most practical to the students after their
school days are finished and they enter upon their vocations of life. Written examinations of each term’s work
have been given to all the students, and they have been required to attain a certain percentage upon the work of
each term, for the general welfare of the students and that the school might attain its present high standard.
The work of teacher and students of this school deserve the highest praise. Today we have a high school in the
Town of Scarboro, of which all wise and conscientious citizens may well be proud.
Jno. A. Snow, Supervisor of Schools
S.S. Committee: Alvan B. Larrabee, Granville McKenney, George Scamman, H.H. Allen
Town Meeting articles, March 4, 1895
The articles residents were asked to vote on at town meeting in 1895 included the following:
Article #8. To see if the town will vote to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be held in the Town
Hall, and raise money for the same.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Many scholars who had been working diligently since the reopening of the high school in 1890 realized their
goal in 1895, when the number of graduates swelled to nineteen.

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1896 TOWN REPORT – 1895-96 SCHOOL YEAR
The first term of the school year was under the management of Mr. George N. Stoddard. Mr. Stoddard was a
faithful and conscientious teacher. The results of Mr. Stoddard’s work while connected with the school will long
be remembered by those students who had the good fortune of receiving the benefit of his labor. Mr. Stoddard
was called to the principalship of the Freeport High School at the close of the spring term. The last two terms of
the High School have been under the instruction of Mr. James G. Morrill, who came highly recommended by
the faculty of Bates College. Mr. Morrill is a painstaking teacher and a good disciplinarian. Next year the High
School will be a large school, as I have given many certificates of admission, and there are many well prepared
to enter the school.
JNO. A. SNOW, Supervisor of Schools
S.S. Committee: Granville McKenney, Seth L. Plummer, Geo. S. Scamman, H.H. Allen
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Public prize speaking was popular at that time. Over two dozen students participated in this program in 1897.

1897 Scarborough High School prize speaking competition
Rodney Laughton Collection

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1897 TOWN REPORT - 1896-97 SCHOOL YEAR
This school was under the instruction of J.G. Morrill (during the spring term). Mr. Morrill was with us the
previous year and needs no recommendation. The fall and winter terms have been under the instruction of F.L.
Ames. Mr. Ames came to us highly recommended, and the advancement and progress have been as marked, and
the discipline as good as under the previous instructor. Mr. Ames has appeared deeply interested in the success
of the school and in the welfare of each scholar. A large number of the scholars readily reciprocate and
appreciate this interest and endeavor to procure good lessons and submit willingly to the rules and
requirements of the school.
The attendance during the past year has been nearly the same as in preceding years. We would like to see all
the children who enter the high school continue until they graduate.
H.H. Allen, Supervisor
Superintending School Committee: W.H. Graffam, Seth L. Plummer, F.P. Briggs, J.A. Snow, H.H. Allen
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Class of 1896 graduation program
Laughton Collection

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1898 TOWN REPORT - 1897-98 SCHOOL YEAR
It appears from reports in the 1898 town report that there was serious disagreement between the school
superintendent and the school board that year.

From report of Superintendent of Schools:
At the beginning of the school year, your school board saw fit to take charge of this school, and procured the
services of F.F. Ames, who your Superintendent had retained for the spring term.
Our experience in school affairs has taught us that when there is a division, it is better for all parties to make a
change. This state of affairs occurred last spring, and we most earnestly urged your school board to elect a new
teacher, which they did not do.
We recognize Mr. Ames’ ability as a scholar, but with his methods of instruction and discipline, we cannot
concur. We regret that we have not received better returns for the money expended, and hope if our High
School continues longer, our successor will labor under more favorable circumstances.
H.H. Allen, Supt.
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To the Citizens of Scarboro:
We, citizens of Scarboro and members of your School Board, feeling that we cannot concur with your
Superintendent’s report, wish to express our opinion in regard t the High School and will say that, as far as we
have been able to observe, and we think we have had ample opportunity, that the High School, with proper
supervision, would have been one of the best we ever had, and even with the drawbacks which have been
brought to bear, it has been a good and profitable school. We believe Mr. Ames to be a teacher of fine abilities
and one who has given his best energies for the promotion of the school. Unfortunately, some of the larger boys
made some little disturbance, but when reasoned with, with one exception, acknowledge their wrong and
reinstated themselves in the school, for which, we think, they should be commended. On the whole, we believe
the High school has been a success and the money well expended.
Members of the School Board: W.H. Graffam, S.L. Plummer
Others: A.B. Larrabee, C.O. Libby, Charles W. Libby, John Plummer, Abner P. Hill, W.D. Bowley,
E.S. Oliver, J.H. Libby, I.C. Libby, George B. Libby, T. Alonzo Libby
At this time more space was needed to accommodate the high school at the town hall, and the following article
was included in the warrant for the town meeting in 1898:
Town Meeting Article #26 – February 10, 1898
To see if the town will vote to build a new school house near the Town House, or raise the roof of the
Town House one story, and finish, furnish and equip the same for the use of the High School (by request).
_______________________________________________________________________________________
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1899 TOWN REPORT - 1898-99 SCHOOL YEAR
The High School has been under the instruction of Mr. W.H. Ormsby, who needs no introduction to the
inhabitant of Scarboro, being one of those teachers who uses all energy possible to secure the best of results.
We think he has done everything in his power to make a success of our school, striving for the interests of every
pupil, and everything we observed has been quiet and orderly around the school room, showing that he has
been an excellent disciplinarian.
It gives us much pleasure to visit this school and listen to the recitations, the scholars being very prompt in
answering their question; everything tends to show greatest harmony existing between teacher and scholars.
If everyone who thinks the High School is a failure in Scarboro would spend a short time in visiting this school,
they would be highly pleased, and they would leave this school room saying within themselves what a noble lot
of material we have to mold into noble young men and women, and I shall always strive to support a High
School, and encourage all others to do the same. What money we raise for support of schools and spend for this
purpose, and our children attend and obtain this knowledge, in after years we may observe the fruits of our
labors.
FRED E. MOULTON, Superintendent - School Committee: W.H. GRAFFAM, J.F. STOREY, CHAS. E. LIBBY
________________________________________________________________________________________
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1900 TOWN REPORT on 1899-1900 SCHOOL YEAR
The High School during the spring term was under the instruction of Clarence Proctor, who came to us with
excellent recommendations and who labored earnestly for the welfare of the school.
The Fall and Winter terms have been under the instruction of Percy Fowler Parsons, a graduate of Harvard,
who came to us with the highest recommendations. Mr. Parsons has labored earnestly for the school, and we
think that he has met with untold success, as the scholars appear to be interested in their books and work with
zeal to 55 procure good lessons, and submit willingly to the rules and requirements of the school. Mr. Parsons
is a good disciplinarian, and should be retained for the next year.
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FRED E. MOULTON, Superintendent.
School Committee: W.H. GRAFFAM, CHAS. E. LIBBY, DANIEL C. LIBBY
__________________________________________________________________________________________
FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1901 TOWN REPORT on 1900-1901 SCHOOL YEAR
We retained the former teacher, Mr. Percy Fowler Parsons for the spring term, which he taught with the same
success as past year and we graduated a class of two from our school, Latin scientific course. Etta Adele Libby,
Scott Goddard Larrabee, who we think will go forth showing respect and honor for our high school, as many of
our former graduates have done.
During the summer vacation Mr. Parsons was offered a position in Massachusetts, and sent his resignation to
the School Committee of Scarboro which was accepted with regret.
The fall and winter terms have been taught by your Superintendent; the attendance has been good. It is
unnecessary for me to make extended remarks.
FREDERIC E. MOULTON, Superintendent
School Committee: CHAS. E. LIBBY, DANIEL C. LIBBY, M. MILLIKEN

In the era before automobiles, a page
from Percy Parsons' school register
that each teacher was required by
state law to keep includes his
explanation as to why his class
experienced a high rate of tardiness:
“This school has so many
tardinesses because six scholars
came in one wagon and the boy who
brought them was never ready. It
was all his fault and not theirs. Now
that they come with their own rigs
they are on time. Except for that, this
school would have a very good
record considering the roads and
distances.”

From the Scarborough Historical
Society’s ephemera collection
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FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1902 TOWN REPORT - 1901-1902 SCHOOL YEAR
The high school during the past year has been under the instruction of Walter R. Whitcomb, a graduate of
Dartmouth, who came highly recommended. At each visit to the school, the pupils were found orderly and
attentive, and making commendable progress in their work. Mr. Whitcomb’s manner of having the importance
deserves much credit.
A piano has been purchased by the school, the money being raised by entertainments given by the pupils the
past two years.
The spring and fall terms were twelve weeks each, the winter term seven, but would have continued two weeks
longer, had not the teacher been unexpectedly called away. The average attendance has been good, and
thorough work has been done throughout the year.
No subject is of greater importance than the relation of the public school to the life of the people, and from it we
look to the boys and girls of today to come to manhood and womanhood better equipped for the duties of
citizenship.
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
DANIEL C. LIBBY, MARK MILLIKEN, RICHARD M. LIBBY, School Committee

Laughton Collection

__________________________________________________________________________________________
With no running water available in the district schools in Scarborough, it was customary to provide drinking
water in the classrooms using a pail of water with a dipper. This practice evidently carried over to the high
school classrooms, as we see from this receipt
dated June 6, 1902, when the town purchased
a pail for the high school for 25 cents.

Scarborough Historical Society's ephemera collection
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A janitor’s services were necessary in the
early high school. In 1902, J. Ralph Ormsby
had that job, for which he was paid $4.50 for
6 weeks as janitor in the area of the town hall
being used for high school classes.

Scarborough Historical Society’s ephemera collection

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1903 TOWN REPORT - 1902-1903 SCHOOL YEAR
During the past year the committee has been obligated to obtain a new teacher for each term. Notwithstanding
these changes, the work of the school has progressed favorably. The Spring term was taught by Prof. A.W.
Jones, who worked earnestly for the advancement of the school, with a gratifying degree of success. At the close
of the term Mr. Jones resigned, having been elected Principal of Oak Grove Seminary. The fall term was under
the instruction of Mr. H.W. Hall, of Colby, who came highly recommended. This term had the largest number of
pupils for the year, and the average attendance was very good. For the Winter term, the committee was
fortunate in securing the services of Mr. W.H. Thompson, a teacher of many years’ experience, who has worked
diligently for the interest of each pupil. The parents speak in the highest terms of the teacher and he has their
earnest cooperation in his school work.
Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
School Committee: MARK L. MILLIKEN, RICHARD M. LIBBY, ROSCOE G. TRIPP
________________________________________________________________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1904 TOWN REPORT - 1903-1904 SCHOOL YEAR
There has been marked progress in our high school during the past year, which is due to a large measure to the
industry and the thorough comprehension of educational methods of its principal. The students understand that
it is not a lounging place for those who are idle and indifferent, but a place where earnest work must be done.
A high school properly conducted has a great influence for good in any community, and is worth all it costs.
Most of the graduates from the school are doing excellent work. Those who are not doing well cannot charge
their want of success to the school.
Two-thirds of the pupils in our schools will never enter college but will graduate from the common or high
school. The intelligence of our people of the future depends upon the character of our schools of today. These
are the foundations.
Graduates: Dollie Littlefield Carter & Mildred Calista Pillsbury
Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
School Committee: RICHARD M. LIBBY, ROSCOE G. TRIPP, WILLIAM E. SEAVEY
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These graduation programs for the Scarboro High
School classes of 1903 and 1904 were copied
electronically from town reports from the
collections of the Scarborough Historical Society.
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In 1905, work on a building that would be a high school for Scarborough had been going forward. To those
critical of the new school, School Superintendent Lida E. Libby spoke in defense of the project in the 1905
town report:
HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1905 TOWN REPORT - 1904-1905 SCHOOLYEAR
This year’s work in the high school has been satisfactory. The attendance has been good. Mr. Thompson has
worked for the interest of each pupil and has spared neither time nor pains in making the school a success and
bringing it to a high standard.
Concerning the new school house at Oak Hill, the question has been raised by many of our citizens, whether the
town requires so large and expensive a building as it begun. We recognize the fact that it appears like a great
undertaking to build such a building as has been planned, and at first sight, an extravagant undertaking for the
town and one that it cannot afford.
We believe in economy in the administration of public affairs, but do not believe it would be good economy to
erect a building that would not meet the requirements of the town. A schoolhouse is not built for a few years’
service, but to meets the demands of higher education for the next half century, perhaps longer.
Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent of Schools
ROSCOE G. TRIPP, WILLIAM E. SEAVEY, FRED A. MILLER, School Committee
__________________________________________________________________________________________
At the town meeting that year, residents were asked to approve funding to finish the ambitious school building
project:
Town Meeting Article #10 – 1905:
To see what action the town will take in regard to finishing the new school house at Oak Hill, and raise a sum
of money for same.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
An issue of The Town Register of Scarborough was published in 1905, and it had the following comments on
the town’s high school:
The first high school taught in town was held about twenty-three years ago and met in the district school
houses, three months at Dunstan, three months at Beech Ridge, and three months at Oak Hill. Master Lord, of
Limington, was employed instructor. The high school was for a while located at Dunstan, and kept in the Good
Templar’s Hall. This school will occupy rooms in the new building now under construction at Oak Hill. The
school is making good progress and offers to the young men and women of the town educational advantages
which may fit them for many of life’s duties in this practical age.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
While waiting for the completion of the building in 1905, Scarborough High School’s spring term classes were
held in the town hall. The White School at Oak Hill was finally able to open its doors for the fall and winter
terms. At long last Scarborough had a high school building!
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Originally called the White School, beginning in 1905 this building housed high school classes in upstairs
classrooms and elementary grades occupied the first floor.

THE WHITE SCHOOL
From the Collections of Rodney Laughton

After serving as the town’s first high school, the White School later became the Oak Hill Primary School. In
recent years it has been a commercial building, most recently the home of the Arlberg Ski & Surf shop.

Arlberg Ski & Surf, which was the former White School, the first Scarborough High School.
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In 1915, a reunion of the first two Scarboro Free High School classes was held.
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Laughton Collection

At some point the White School was deemed too small for the growing number of both high school and
elementary school students, and the town had to consider going forward with a new larger high school for the
community. Initially there was opposition to such an ambitious project.

Scarborough Historical Society Ephemera Collection
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The project to build a new high school was approved, and in 1926 construction began on a brick school building
which was named Scarborough High School. The name was eventually changed to the Bessey School.

Scarborough's new high school under construction in 1926
The Laughton Collection

A formal dedication of the new Scarborough High School was held on February 25, 1927.
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Classes were first taught at the new high school in the fall of 1926.

Laughton Collection

Elwood G. Bessey was the first principal
of the new Scarborough High School.

Laughton Collection

When the high school moved to still another new building
on the Gorham Road in 1956, the former high school
became the new junior high school. It was named after
the beloved former principal, Elwood G. Bessey.
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